PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY

fray I laid about me, but I never struck an un-
necessary blow. I hurt people, it is true, but I
got more than I gave. I often overlooked people;
and I used to be vain. But my chief fault was
impatience. I felt that people should accept truth
at once and act on it. I have had fights all my life,
but I don't believe that I'm pugnacious by nature.
I never fought for the sake of fighting; it was rather
that I was attacked and defended myself. A literary
battle is quite useful for some things; it may make
one blind but it causes one to think and one's
adversary too. I believe that all these conflicts
really contributed to the national consciousness and
to intensification of our spiritual life.

It is strange, considering what quantities of books
and pamphlets I published, that I published them
all unwillingly. And as I told you a little while
ago, I had no inclination for teaching either. And
believe me, I dislike appearing in public. If I could
have followed my own inclinations in my life, I
would have been satisfied to read, study, and
perhaps write for my*own information; in short, to
learn. There is nothing that does not interest me:
all sciences, all problems and tasks of our day. I
am happy if I can read in quiet, and I am a vora-
cious reader to this day. I don't like meeting new